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ADVERTISEMENT 


THE profits ariſing from this publication will 
be appropriated to the uſe of the Charity 
School of St, Pancras, Its preſent eſtab- 
Iiſhment conſiſts of twenty-four female 

Children, who are taken entirely from their 
parents, and are wholly maintained in the 
ſchool-houſe; by which means they are 
prevented from following thoſe bad exam- 
ples they are too liable to meet with both 

at home and abroad, during the receſs 
from ſchool.-—As the Truſtees wiſh to ex- 
tend this Inſtitution ſtill further, they re- 
ſpectfully ſolicit the Inhabitants of St. 
Pancras, and other liberal- minded Perſohs 
for their aſſiſtance; hoping that many more 
Ladies and Gentlemen will become Sub- 
ſcribers, and thus enable them to execute 
ſo deſirable a plan. They further re- 
queſt of thoſe who have Plain Work done 
abroad, that they will be pleaſed to employ 
the Children for the benefit of the Charity. 


N. B. Subſcriptions are received by Samuel 
Foyſter, Eſq. Treaſurer, No. 27, Totten- 
ham-ſtreet, Foes ALL Shs) | 
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| PSALM xxxi. 19. 


0 how great is thy goodneſi, which thou haſt 
laid up for them that fear thee; which thou 
55 wrought for them that 1 1 in * "wy 
ne . 

F in this life ls dare hope it in 
Chriſt,” ſaith St. Paul, « we are of all 

«« men moſt miſerable “. But viewing, with 
the eye of Faith, the heavenly Canaan, the 
future inheritance of the ſaints ; he not only 
thought little of the troubles of this mortal 
ſtate, but was enabled to rejoice in tribula- 
tion. No mere man ever ſuffered. more for 
the caufe of God and Religion, than him- 
{elf +3 but, inſtead of murmuring, and 
thinking his lot hard, he could ſay 6 'Our 
light affliction, which is but for 4 moment, 
« wotketh fot us a far more exteeding and 
« eternal weight of glory ; while we look 


* 2 Cor. xv. 19. + 2 Cor. xi. 23, 33. 
B 6 not 


CY 
* not at the things which are ſeen, but at 
« the things which are not ſeen; for the 
ze things which are ſeen are temporal, but 
e the things which are not ſeen are eternal *.“ 
And ſuch a view of things had David. It 
appears from the Pſalm of which our text is 
a part, that he was brought into great trouble 
and diftreſs, and was reproached by his cruel 
enemies, who had meditated his ruin ; but, 
inſtead of returning evil for evil, he wiſely 
and piouſly fled unto the Lord for ſuccour, 
and found him a preſent help in the day of 
adverſity. Divine conſolations cheered his 
drooping ſpirit; and whilſt contemplating 
the goodneſs of God to his people, he forgot 
his ſorrows, * O how great is thy goodneſs * 
t which thou haſt laid up for them that fear 
u thee; which thou haſt wrought for them 
« that truſt in thee, before the ſons of men?” 
The perſons intereſted in the bleſſing here 
ſpoken' of, are deſcribed as fearing the Lord, 
and truſting in him. By which we are to 
underſtand: that they are true believers: for 
fearing the Lord and truſting in him is, in' 
r 2. Cor. iv. 17, 18. | 
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1 
the language of The Old teſtament, the fans 
as believing in the Lord according to the 
language of the New. And. as that was the 
_ diſtinguiſhing mark of the children of God 
under the former diſpenſation ; ſo is this under 
the Goſpel. As many as received the Meſſiah, 
to them gave he power, right, or privilege, to 
become the ſons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name—for we are all the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus ®, The 
fear of the Lord is highly ſpoken of in the 
Old Teſtament, as faith is in the New, It is 
{aid to be the beginning of wiſdom +. No 
perſon can ever be wiſe in the things of Gods 
or take one true ſtep in the way to Heaven 
till he poſſeſs this fear. And with equal truth 
we may ſay of faith, that it is the beginning 
of wiſdom. Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, ſaith the Scripture, 
but without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, —impoſſible to be wiſe unto ſalvation 3. 
% Fear God and keep his commandments,” 
faith Solomon, “ for this is the whole duty 
* John i, 12. Gal. iii. 26, + Pfalmiii. 10. 
t Ads xvi. 31. Heb. xi. 6. Mark xvi. 16, 
B 2 «of 
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« of man “.“ Keeping God's eommand- 
ments is the certain effect or conſequence of 
fearing him; therefore they are very properly 
ined together: for where the fear of God 

in the heart, it will produce obedience in 
the life. And the ſame may be ſaid reſpect - 
ing faith. % What ſhall we do,” ſaid the 
jews of old, « that we might work the works 
of God? Jeſus anſi ered and ſaid unto 
« them, This | is the work of God, that ye 
& believe on him whom he hath ſent +,” 
Paith then wotking by love, is the whole of 
a Chriflian; for the juſt ſhall Ive by faithy., 
By means of his faith, he ſhall live a life of 
Joffifitation through the righteouſneſs of Chrift; 
which is unto all and upon all them who 
believe -a life of peace and joy, as the reſult 
of his being brought into a ſtate of acceptance 
with God—a life of communion and! fellow- 
ſhip with God; for through faith he hath ac- 
ceſs by one ſpirit unto the Father &—a life of 
holy obedience to the word of God; which is 
a lamp unto his feet, and a light unto his 

*Eccleſiaſtes xii. 13. f John vi. 28, 29. 
t Gal. iii. 11. § Rom. v. 1, 2. 
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paths: for 6 All ſcripture is given by inſpirae 
te tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
« for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction 
«in righteouſneſs, that .the man of God 
te may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unta 
&« all good works “.“ And this will /zad to, 
and terminate in an eternal. life of glory and 
bleſſedneſs in the kingdom of God. Graco 
ſhall reign through rigbteouſueſs unto eternal 
life by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; for whom God 


juſtifierh, them he alſo glorifieth +. 1 


And as fear 1 is a grace much commended i in 
the Scriptures, ſo likewiſe-is truſt ; for it is 
written! Bleſſed is that man who maketh 
bs the Lord his truſt 7.” And equally bleſſed 
is the man who believeth in him. 1 am 
t the reſurrection aud the life;” faith the 
Lord, „he that believeth in me, though he 
„% were dead, yet ſhall he live: and whoſo- 
„ever liveth and believeth iu me ſhall never. 
die g.“ Hence it is very evident who are 
the perſons who have a right to, and an intereſt 


* Pſalm cxix. 105. 2. Tim. i. 16, 19. 
+ Rom, v. 21. viii. 30, f Pſalm xl. 4, 
John xi, 25, 26 
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( 6 ] 
in the bleſſing contained in the text. They 
are true believers, who fear the Lord and 
truſt in him. But do not all men fear the 
Lord and truſt in him? Verily no—for this 
is not the work of the fleſh, but the fruit of 
divine grace in the ſoul. It is the Lord Je- 
hovah, who, by his ſpirit, breaks up the 
barren ſoil of the human heart, with the 
goſpel plow ;—ſows the ſeed of eternal life 
there ;— waters it with the dew of heavenly 
doctrine, and cauſeth it to yield the pleaſing 
fruit of holy fear and truſt, Thus his pro- 
miſes of grace and mercy to his church are 
accompliſhed ;—ſuch as * I will make an 
« everlaſting covenant with them, that I will 
« not turn away from them, to do them good; 
« but I will put my fear into their hearts, 
« that they ſhall not depart from me.” 
« And I will take the ſtony heart out of the 
« fleſh, and I will givethem an heart of fleſh; 
« that they may walk in my ſtatutes, and 
keep mine ordinances, and do them; and 
« they ſhall be my people, and I will be their 
«© God *.“ But theſe promiſes are not ful. 


fer. xxxii. 40. Ezek. xi. 19, 20. 
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filled in all men; for the word of truth de- 
clares that all men have not faith *ﬀ—that the 
carnal mind is enmity againſt God, it is not 
ſubje& to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be; ſo that they who are in the fleſh 
cannot pleaſe God +—that wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way which leadeth to deſtrue- 
tion, and many there be who goin thereat f, 
And if we take a ſtrict and an impartial 
ſurvey of the world in general, we ſhall be 
conſtrained to aſſent to the voice of Scripture. 
The fear and truſt ſpoken of in the text is 
filial—not ſervile. It is the unwillingneſs of 
a dutiful child, to offend his heavenly father; 
and a firm confidence in his paternal goodneſs, 
But the wicked are flrangers to this—there is 
no ſuch fear of God before their eyes &—fear 
him as an angry judge, they may they 
muſt: it is conſonant to our fallen nature. 
But this fear will never produce filial affecti- 
ons—will never influence the heart of a 
ſinner to love God, and delight in his ways, 
Adam feared, and attempted to run from God; 
* 2 Theſ. iii. 2. + Rom. viii. 7, 8. 
4 Mat. vii. 13. Rom. iii. 18. 
| inſtead 


. 
inſtead of cleaving to him, and confiding in 
him“. Pharaoh feared—yet hardened him- 
ſelf in wickedneſs + Hence when we 
read that by the fear of the Lord men depart 
from evil ; we are to confider it as ſpoken, 
not of a natural, ſlaviſh fear; but of '4 holy, 
filial fear, which is wrought in the ſoul by 
the ſpirit of God. Before we proceed to con- 
ſider the other part of our ſubject, permit 
me to aſk, do you poſſeſs this fear and truſt? 
It is eſſential to the Chriſtian character; and 
if you are ſtrangers to it, and unconcerned 
about it, you are truly to be pitied ; for the 
preſent ſtate of your ſouls 1s dreadfully dan- 
gerous indeed! May you be made to fee and 
know it—and to pray earneſtly to the God 
of grace that he would be pleaſed to plant 
this filial fear and truſt in your hearts, But 
charity conſtrains me to hope that ſome pre- 
ſent do poſſeſs this bleſſing. May you ever 
be thankful for this ineſtimable Mercy—Be 
careful to cheriſh it in your boſoms. It will 
be a guard againſt preſumptuous fins, And 
happy is the man who 7hus feareth always 9. 

* Gen. ili. 8— 10. + Exod. is: 27—35. 
{ Prov. xvi. 6. $ Ibid. xxviii. 14. 
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The text informs us of the peculiar bleſſ- 
ing of them who fear the Lord, and truſt in 
him; which is the next thing to be conſidered 
by us. O how great is thy goodneſs, 
« which thou haſt laid up for them that fear 
« thee ; which thou haſt wrought for them 
* that truſt in thee before the Sons of Men!“ 
By which we are to underſtand, not God's 
eſſential goodneſs, which is incommunicable 
and infinite, and cannot with propriety be 
ſaid to be laid up and wrought for his people; 
but rather the effects of his goodneſs—the 
benefits and bleſſings which flow to them 
from it. Hence we read that Jethro” the 
father in law of Moſes, © rejoiced for all 
* the gogdneſs which the Lord had done to 
& Tſrael; whom he had delivered out of the 
* hands of the Egyptians *.“ And there is 
equal cauſe for rejoicing now; for the Lord 
continues to deliver his true Iſrael out of the 
hands of their ſpiritual enemies. The ſon of 
God was manifeſted to deſtroy the works of 
the devil, He was anointed and ſent of his 
Father, to preach good tidings unto the meek, 

* Exod. xviii. g. 


C to 


( 

to bind up the broken-hearted, and to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives *. Moſes ex- 
perienced much of this goodneſs. When he 
thus petitioned the Lord: I beſeech thee, 
« thew me thy glory. I will make all my 
&« Foodneſs paſs before thee,” ſaid Jehovah, 
and | will proclaim the name of the Lord 
before thee ; and I will be gracious to whom 
„ will be gracious, and I will ſhew mercy 
„hn whom I will ſhew mercy .“ And 
according to his promiſe, he did paſs by be- 
fore him, and proclaimed the Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, 
and abundant in goodneſs and truth I. 

David ſpeaks of this goodneſs as great. 
And well he might; for ncne of God's pifts 
to his children are ſmall. The effects of his 
goodneſs, particularly thoſe which are diſ- 
played in a way of ſpecial grace and favour 
to them, are large and manifold. But the 
Royal Prophet doth not ſay how great this 
goodneſs is.—He ſpeaks of it definitely ; 
knowing that its depth cannot be fathomed 


* 1 John iii. 8. Ifai. Ixi. 1. 
+ Exod. xXxXXIII, 18, 19.— 1 xxxiv. 6. 
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by the human mind—and if it could, lan- 
guage would be too weak to ſet it forth, 
This form of ſpeech is common in the ſacred 
writings. Hence we read that God /6 
„bed the world that he gave his only be- 
« gotten ſon *”—And again, 4 Behold, what 
& manner of love the Father hath beſtowed 
% upon us, that we ſhould be called the /ons 


f God+4.” The Evangeliſt wonders at 


divine love, and exults in his intereſt in-it ; 
but, like the Pſalmiſt, he doth not attempt 
to explore it. Fully to do this would be a taſk 
too difficult for the angelic hoſts above. The 
myſtery of redeeming love engageth their 


attention; they deſire to /ook mto it J. But 


it far ſurpaſſeth the thoughts and conceptions 
of the higheſt order of intelligent beings. 
« O the depth of the riches, both of the 
„ wiſdom and knowledge of God! how un- 
„ ſearchable are his judgements, and his 


ways paſt finding out &!“ 


The goodneſs of the Lord, which is inex- 
preſſibly great, is here ſaid to be laid up, and 


* John ili. 16. 
© 1. 1. 12. 


+ 1 John iii. 1. 
$ Rom. xi. 33. 
C 2 wrought 
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Wrought for them who fear and truſt iu 
him. 

It is laid up for them. 

Firſt, In the Covenant of Grate, which 
contains nothing but bleſſings for the heirs of 
ſalvation. It was from this ſource that David 
drew comfort and ſupport, when domeſtic 
trials were ready to bring his grey hairs with . 
{orrow to the grave. Attend to ſome of his 
laſt words. Although my houſe be not ſo 
« with God; yet he hath made with me an 

* everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things 
s and ſure: for this is all my ſalvation, and all 
ii my deſire *. 

Afflictions are the common lot of man, 
from the crowned head, to the pooreſt ſubject. 
For ſince the entrance of fin into the world, 
man is born to trouble, as the ſparks fly up- 
ward +. And 7ruly wiſe are they who ſeek 
relief where the King of Iſrael fought it; for 
hat is a neverfailing ſource. The moun- 
e tains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed; 
but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, 
neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be 

* 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. + Job, v. 7. 
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removed, faith the Lord, that hath mercy 


% on thee, oh! thou affficted, toſſed with 
e tempeſt, and not comforted *." 

Secondly, The goodneſs of the Lord is alſo 
laid up for his people in Chriſt. For it pleaſed 
the Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs 
dwell; who is the head of the body the 
Church +. He is not only a political head, to 
direct, rule, and govern his Church, like an 
earthly prince who is the head of the ſtate, 
and hath a right to preſcribe laws z but alſo 
a head of vital influence, to communicate, 
by his word and ſpirit, life, ſtrength, and 
fruitfulneſs to all his true members. In him 
there is a fulneſs of grace and righteouſneſs, 
to pardon and juſtify them a fulneſs of 
wiſdom and power, to lead them in the paths 
of holineſs, and to preſerve them unto the 
end. They are complete in him {—and with. 
out him they can do nothing d. I live,” | 
faith the Apoſtle, “yet not I, but Chrift 
„ liveth in me; and the life which I now 
* live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the 


* Jfai. liv. 10, 11. + Col. i. 18, 19. 
+ Col. ii. 10. John xv. 5. 
Son 
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&« Son of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
$6 ſelf for me*.” I can do all things 
through Chriſt who ſtrengtheneth me +.” 
Daily experience taught him that every duty 
he performed, either as a Chriſtian or an 
Apoſtle, was through the aid and aſſiſtance of 
his divine Saviour, and by virtue of his union 
with him, in whoſe grace he was ſtrong. 
And this ſelf.-abaſing, and Chriſt-exaltings 
leflon muſt be learned by us, if we would be 
Chriſtians in deed and in truth. The lofty 
looks of man ſhall be humbled, and the 
« haughtineſs of men ſhall be bowed down, 
and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that 
« day 1.“ It is living daily upon the Savi- 
our's fulneſs, receiving out of it grace for 
grace, that will enable us to ſerve God accep- 
tably, and yield him the fruit of righteouſ- 


neſs 8. 


Thirdly, The divine goodneſs, of which we 
have been ſpeaking, is likewiſe laid up in the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes of 


* Gal. 11. 20. + Philip. iv. 12. 
4 Iſai. ii. 11. $ John xiv. 6.—-Rom. vii. 4. 
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God's word ® Every promiſe contains a 
blefling, to which the Chriſtian is entitled, 
through Chriſt, his living head: for all the 
promiſes in him are yea, and in him amen, to 
the Glory of God . They are the promiſes 
of the God of Truth, made in Chriſt Jeſus 
the true and faithful witneſs; by .whoſe 
blood they are ratified and confirmed to, and 
in due ſeaſon ſhall be fulfilled in them who 
believe. | 3 

But this goodneſs being treaſured up, im- 
plies that it is both ſecret and ſafe. It is hidden 
from the people of the world, who neither 
know nor deſire it 7. The things of time and 
ſenſe engage their thoughts. Their cry 1s, 
Who will ſhew us any earthly good & What 
ſhall we eat? What ſhall we drink? And 
wherewithal ſhall we be clothed ? And as they 
know no happineſs ſuperiortothis, they wonder 
what the truly pious can diſcover in Religion, to 
beſo charmed with it; and think them deficient 
either in ſenſe or taſte, becauſe they tread not 


* 1 Pet. ii. 4. t 2 Cor. i. 20, 
t Mat. zi. 25. $ Pſalm iv. 6. 
in 
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in their footſteps v. But this only verifies 
the Apoſtle's words that . The natural man 
0 receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of 
God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; 
neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpirityally diſcerned +.” 

As this goodneſs 1s hidden from the people 
of the world, ſo it is in a great meaſure from 
the righteous themſelves. 

Firſt, in reſpe& of the fountain. Their 
life is hid with Chriſt in God .— They know 
it but in part; they ſee it but through a glaſs 
darkly :—for it doth not yet appear what 
they ſhall be, ſo little do they know of the 
inviſible realities of the Heavenly world, 
compared with what they ſhall know, when 
they join the Church triumphant jn Glory, 
But this is their comfort, that they are now 
the Sons of God; and are aſſured from his 
word that when Chriſt who is their life ſhall 
appear, they ſhall be like him, for they ſhall 
ſee him as he is 9. 

* 1 Pet. iv. 1—4. + 1 Cor. ii, 14. 


1 Col. iii, 3. 5 3 Cor. xiii, g=-12, 1 John iii. 2, 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, It is bidden in reſpect of the 
fulne(s. « Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath entered i into the heart of man , 
« the things which God hath prepared tor 
« them that love him *.“ When the 
« Queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solo- 
« mon, concerning the name of the Lord, 
&« ſhecame to prove him with hard queſtions, 
« And ſhe came to Jeruſalem with a very 
« preat train, with camels that bare ſpices, 
« and very much gold, and precious-ſtones : : 
« and when ſhe was come to Solomon, ſhe 
« communed with him of all that was in 
« her heart, And Solomon told her all her 
« queſtions : there was not any thing hid 
« from the King which he told her not. And 
« when the Queen of Sheba had ſeen all 
« Solomon's wiſdom, and the houſe that he 
had built, and the meat of his table, and 
« the fitting of his ſervants, and the atten- 
« dance of his miniſters, and their apparel, 
« and his cup-bearers, and his aſcent by 
„which he went up into the Houſe of the 
„Lord; there was no ſpirit in her. And 

| * 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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« the ſaid to the King, It was a true report 


„ that I heard in mine own land, of thy 


« acts, and of thy wiſdom. Howbeit, I 
< believed not the words, until I came, and 
mine eyes had ſeen it: and behold, the half 
« was not told me: thy wiſdom and proſpe- 


« rity exceedeth the fame which I heard *.“ 


But we have a greater than Solomon in 
view His Antitype—his King—his God. 

The true Members of his Church on 
Earth, who, in the aCtings of their faith and 
love upon him and his promiſes, have en- 
joyed the happineſs of. Religion, will ſay 
that one half was not told them of the plea- 
ſures of real Godlineſs. But when they are 
actually come unto mount Sion, and unto the 
City of the living God, the Heavenly Jeru- 
ſale, to the general Aſſembly, and Church 
of the firſt-born, where are an innumerable 
company of Angels, and of the ſpirits of 
Juſt men made perfect, and where God, the 
Judge of all men, and Jeſus, the Mediator 
of the new Covenant reign ; they will 
then with greater wonder ſay, It was a true 


* 1 Kings x. 1—7. + Heb. xii. 22—24. 
report 
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report which we heard of the felicity of the ſu- 
ture ſtate of the righteous, but the thouſandth 
part was not told us. Al which they enjoy 
by faith, on earth, falls infinitely ſhort of that 
ſulneſs of joy in the preſence of God, and 
thoſe rivers of pleaſures which will flow at his 
right hand for evermore . | 

Thirdly, The goodneſs of the Lord is 
alſo hidden from the righteous in reſpect of 
the mannerof ſpiritual regeneration. * For, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, what man knoweth the 
« things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of a man 
„e which is in him? Even ſo the things of 
« God: knoweth no man, but the ſpirit of 
% God, Now we have received, not the 
« ſpirit of the world, but the ſpirit which is 
of God; that we might know the things 
« that are freely given to us of God 4.“ 
How know them? Iu their ſaving effects 
not in their immediate cauſe and the manner 
of their production. The wind bloweth 
« where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the found 
& thereof, but cauſt/ rell whence it cometh, 
„and whither it goeth: ſo is every one that 

* Pſalm vi. 11. 1 Cor. 11, 12. 
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* js born of the Spirit,” This divine perſon, 
in a ſecret and hidden manner, quckens and 
influences the ſouls of Believers : they are 
ſenſible of his pawer, by its happy effefts upon 
them; though they are not able to concerve 
by what manner of ſecret operation he produces 
theſe effects. 

God's goodneſs being laid up for his people, 
implies that it is ſafe, as well as ſecret. There 
are treaſures i in heaven, where neither moth 
nor ruſt doth, corrupt, and where thieves do 
not break through nor ſteal ö. In Heaven, 
an inheritance is reſerved for them; while 
they, on earth, are preſerved for it; So that 
they have equal cauſe with the Apoſtle grate- 
fully to ſay, * Bleſſed be the God and Father 
* of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according, 
„ to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us 
„again unto a lively | hope, by the reſurrec- 
« tion of Jeſus Chtiſt from the dead, to an, 
« jyheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
« that fadeth not away, reſerved i in Heaven 
for you, who are kept by the power of 


* Mat, vi. 2p. 
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“God through faith unto ſalvation, ready to 
ge he revealed in the laſt time *,“ 
This goodneſs is not only laid up for them, 

but, ſaith the text, it is wrougbt for them 
before the ſons of men. It is manifefted in 

rovidence, as well as in a way of ſpecial grace 
and favour. One inſtance. of his. goodneſs, 
wrought before the ſons of men, ſhould be. 
particularly remembered by us . on, this day. 
We are now aflembled to make our grateful 
acknowledgements to the God of . ſalvation, 
for reſtoring our gracious, Sovereign to health 
and comfort, at a time the moft critical. Con- 
e cerning mine auointed,“ ſaid he, I have 
„ ſeen his ways, and will Heal him; I will 
e ſead him alſo, and reftore comforts unto him, 
« and to his mourners. I create the fruit of the 
« lips; peace, peace to him that is far off, and 
&« to him that is near,” ſaith the Lord; and 
„ will heal him .“ And for ever adored 
be his name, he bath bealed him; —he hath 

reſtored peace and comfort to him, to his amia- 
ble Queen and family; and to all his affefiionate 
loyal ſubjects. 

* 1 Pet. i. 3—5. + Ifai. Ivii. 18, 19. 

We 
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We were ready indeed to ſay (with Jacob) 
all theſe things are againſt us — But the event 
hath proved that they were among the all 
things which work together for good to them 
who love God ®, Call upon me,” faith he, 
* in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, 
„and bon ſhalt glorify me +.” We have 
called upon him, and have found him faithful 


to his promiſes: for in reſtoring our mucb- loved 


Sovereign, he hath anſwered our petitions. 
Having given us the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, and the garment of Praiſe for the ſpirit 
of heavineſs ; our harps ſhould no longer 
hang upon the willows, for it well becometh 
the righteous to be thank ful. Then may 
our Souls bleſs the Lord; and all that is 
within us bleſs his holy name. May our 
Souls bleſs the Lord; and never, never ſorget 
his benefits !—May the beſt of bleſſings de- 
ſcend from the King of kings upon thoſe 
truly patriotic Miniſters and Senators, who 


faithfully: adhered to their Sovereign in the 


time of his aſliction! And may the Heavenly 


* Rom. viii. 28. + Plalm1. 15. 
t Iſai. Ixi. 3. | 
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Phyſician pour forth, in rich abundance, the 
balm of life, joy, and peace, upon the ho- 
noured aged head who hath been the Happy 
inſirument of reſtoring our King. And let 
every heart, and every tongue ſay, Amen. 

But there are other bleſſings which God 
hath wrought for them who truſt in him be- 
fore the ſons of men. The great work of 
redemption was wrought openly, in the fight of 
his enemies; who attempted to fruſtrate it, 
but in vain *. He appointed his Son to this 
work—ſent him to effect it—owned him in 
it—and brought him through it +. 

And there is alſo a wor# of grace wrought 
in them, to make them meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the Saints in light 4. 
The effects of which will appear before the 
Sons of men: That they may ſee, and 
„ know, and conſider, and underſtand toge- 
te ther, that the hand of the Lord hath done 
e this, and the Holy One of Iſrael hath 
created it 8.“ Out of the abundance of 


* Pſalm xcviii. 1—3. + Ifai. xlii. i—9. Rom. i. 4. 
t Phil. i. 6. Col. i. 12. “ Ifai. xli. 20. 
the 
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_ © the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh *. A 7raly 
pious foul cannot long 'conceal himſelf from 
the eyes of the world. Though, at his 
entrance upon a religious courſe, he may be 
like Nicodemus, who firſt came to Jeſus by 
night ; he will not reff here, but, with him, 
will publictiy own his deſpiſed Saviour before 
the ſinful ſons of men +. 

And as'there is a work of grace wrought 
in the hearts of the righteous; its happy ef- 
fects are, in a meaſure, experienced by them. 
The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace; 
„ and the effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſss 
« and afſurance for ever .“ Moft of the 
Chriſtian's good things are to come—are to be 
enjoyed in Heaven; but he hath a foretaſte of 
them here on earth, Hence the Royal Prophet 
could ſay, O taſte and ſee that the Lord is 
« good: bleſſed is the man who truſteth in 
e him 8.“ And ſaith St. John “ That which 
&« we have ſeen and heard, declare we unto you, 
« that ye alſo may have fellowſhip with us: 
and truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, 


* Mat. xii. 34. + John iii. 1, 2. vii. 45—52. 
1 Ifai. xxxii. 7.  {F Pſalm xxxiv. 8. 
3 and 
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e and with his /n Jeſus Chri *.” And they, 
who are happily brought into this fellowſhip, 
ſhall experience, from the Lord, many deli- 
verances out of afflictions and temptations — 
and many ſalvations from their enemies, before 
the ſons of men. He was with Joſeph in 
the priſon with Daniel in the lions den 
with Shadrech, Meſhach, and Abednego, in 
the burning, fiery furnace and he is the 
ſame faithful friend to his Church in every 
age. ] am the Lord,” faith he, « I 
« change not; therefore ye ſons of Jacob are 
“not conſumed J.“ 

Then remember Chriſtians, to make your 
caſe known to him, in the hour of affliction, 
for he is a preſent help. He has wrought 
goodneſs for his people in times paſt; and he 
will appear for them in the preſent time. See 
that you diſhonour him not, through unbe- 
lief; but fear and truſt in him. Do the ſons 
of men vex your ſoul? Do they lay to your 
charge things which you know not? Conſi- 


* 1 John i. 3. 
+ Gen. xxxix. 20—23. Dan. iii.—vi. 
1 Malachi 111. 6. 
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der the verſe following the text. Thou 
« ſhalt hide them in the ſecret of thy pre- 
« ſence from the pride of man: thou ſhalt 
* keep them ſecretly in a pavilion from the 
« ſtrife of tongues,” Therefore “commit 
thy way unto the Lord; truſt alſo in him, 
and he ſhall bring it to-paſs. And he ſhall 
„ bring forth thy righteouſneſs as the light, 
i and thy judgment as the noon-day *.“ 
Under all your trials confider that there 1s 
goodneſs laid up for you. He that ſpared 
not his own ſon, but delivered him up for 
« us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo 
“ freely give us all things +!” But, faith 
the tempted, diſtreſſed Chriſtian, how am I 
to enjoy them? By pleading with the Lord, 
in humble prayer, with a fiducial dependance 
upon him. Do you complain of the vanz.of 
the gift of prayer? Say unto the Lord, 
Remember thy covenant, in which thou haſt 
cauſed me to hope—Remember thy promiſes 
which thou haſt given for the conſolation of 
thy people—And remember thy ſon in 


* Pſalm xxxvii. 5, 6. 
ft Rom. vin. 32. 1 
hom 
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whom thou haſt declared thyſelf well.pleaſed; 
for in his merits do I truſt, and in his righte- 
ouſneſs do I now preſume to approach thy 
Mercy Seat. Such language as zhis (if truly 
from the heart) is the very eſſence of Prayer. 
The facrifice of God is a broken ſpirit, a 
broken and a contrite heart he will not 
deſpiſe. © For to this man will I look,” 
ſaith he, even to him who is poor and of a 
« contrite ſpirit, and trembles at my word *.“ 

And in the judgment day he will appear 
for ſuch, in the face of the whole world— 
before men and Angels. He will then wipe 
off the reproach from his people, when their 
enemies ſhall be confounded, and put to 
ſhame—When they ſhall be conſtrained to 
ſay, We fools counted their lives madneſs, 
and their end to be without honour; but 
now, how are they numbered with the 
righteous ! whilſt we have our portion with 
hypocrites and unbelievers, 

O how great is thy goodneſs which thou 
5 haſt laid up for them that fear thee! which 
% thou haſt wrought for them that truſt in 


# Pſalm li. 17. Iſai. Ixvi. 2, 
E 2 c thee» 
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et thee, before the ſons of men!” And as 
there is goodneſs tregſured up, as well as 
wrought for the righteous; then, however 
thorny their paſſage through life may be, the 
end muſt be peace . Are we of the number 
of the righteous? May we prove it daily, by 
ſetting our affections on things above, not on 
things on the earth ; for our God—our Savi- 
our—our treaſure—our all is in Heaven, 
And let this reconcile us to Death, whoſe ter- 
ritories we muſt paſs through in our way to 
Glory. To fortify our minds againſt fear, 
we ſhould remember that to us he will be a 
meſſenger of peace. When we die, all our 
troubles die with us: but God's goodneſs 
dieth not—it is in reſerve for us beyond the 
grave—and as ſoon as we are abſent from the 
body, we ſhall be preſent with the Lord; who 
will lead us to living fountains of waters, and 
wipe away all tears from our eyes +, Then 
may we be ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord ; know- 


* Pſalm xxxvii. 37. Ifai. Ivii. 1, 2. 
+ Rev. vii. 14—17. : 
2 | ing 
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ing that our labour ſhall not be in vain. 
« Now unto him who is able to keep you 
« from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs 
« before the preſence of his Glory with ex- 
« ceeding joy; to the only wiſe God our 
« Saviour, be Glory and Majeſty, Dominion 
&« and Power, both now and ever. Amen *.“ 


* Jude 24, 25. 


ERRATUM. 
1 Page 20, line 2. for qucken, read quicken. 
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